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1. The two or three main ideas which constitute the basis of the social theory of the 
United States were first combined in the Northern English colonies, more generally 
denominated the States of New England. [The States of New England are those situated to 

the east of the Hudson; they are now six in number: 1, Connecticut; 2, Rhode Island; 3, 
Massachusetts; 4, Vermont; 5, New Hampshire; 6, Maine.]  

2. The principles of New England spread at first to the neighboring states; they then 
passed successively to the more distant ones; and at length they imbued the whole 
Confederation. They now extend their influence beyond its limits over the whole 
American world. The civilization of New England has been like a beacon lit upon a 
hill, which, after it has diffused its warmth around, tinges the distant horizon with its 
glow.  

3. The foundation of New England was a novel spectacle, and all the circumstances 
attending it were singular and original. The large majority of colonies have been first 
inhabited either by men without education and without resources, driven by their 
poverty and their misconduct from the land which gave them birth, or by speculators 
and adventurers greedy of gain. Some settlements cannot even boast so honorable an 
origin; St. Domingo was founded by buccaneers; and the criminal courts of England 
originally supplied the population of Australia.  

4. The settlers who established themselves on the shores of New England all 
belonged to the more independent classes of their native country. Their union on the 
soil of America at once presented the singular phenomenon of a society containing 
neither lords nor common people, neither rich nor poor. These men possessed, in 
proportion to their number, a greater mass of intelligence than is to be found in any 
European nation of our own time. All, without a single exception, had received a 
good education, and many of them were known in Europe for their talents and their 
acquirements.  

5. The other colonies had been founded by adventurers without family; the 
emigrants of New England brought with them the best elements of order and 
morality—they landed in the desert accompanied by their wives and children. But 
what most especially distinguished them was the aim of their undertaking. They had 
not been obliged by necessity to leave their country; the social position they 
abandoned was one to be regretted, and their means of subsistence were certain. Nor 
did they cross the Atlantic to improve their situation or to increase their wealth; the 
call which summoned them from the comforts of their homes was purely 
intellectual; and in facing the inevitable sufferings of exile their object was the 
triumph of an idea.  
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6. The emigrants, or, as they deservedly styled themselves, the Pilgrims, belonged to 
that English sect the austerity of whose principles had acquired for them the name of 
Puritans. Puritanism was not merely a religious doctrine, but it corresponded in many 
points with the most absolute democratic and republican theories. It was this 
tendency which had aroused its most dangerous adversaries. Persecuted by the 
Government of the mother-country, and disgusted by the habits of a society 
opposed to the rigor of their own principles, the Puritans went forth to seek some 
rude and unfrequented part of the world, where they could live according to their 
own opinions, and worship God in freedom …. 

7. It must not be imagined that the piety of the Puritans was of a merely speculative 
kind, or that it took no cognizance of the course of worldly affairs. Puritanism, as I 
have already remarked, was scarcely less a political than a religious doctrine. No 
sooner had the emigrants landed on the barren coast than it was their first care to 
constitute a society, by passing the following Act:  

8. “In the name of God. Amen. We, whose names are underwritten, the loyal 
subjects of our dread Sovereign Lord King James, etc., etc., Having undertaken for 
the glory of God, and advancement of the Christian Faith, and the honour of our 
King and country, a voyage to plant the first colony in the northern parts of Virginia; 
Do by these presents solemnly and mutually, in the presence of God and one 
another, covenant and combine ourselves together into a civil body politick, for our 
better ordering and preservation, and furtherance of the ends aforesaid: and by virtue 
hereof do enact, constitute and frame such just and equal laws, ordinances, acts, 
constitutions, and officers, from time to time, as shall be thought most meet and 
convenient for the general good of the Colony: unto which we promise all due 
submission and obedience,” etc. …  

9. This happened in 1620, and from that time forwards the emigration went on. The 
religious and political passions which ravaged the British Empire during the whole 
reign of Charles I drove fresh crowds of sectarians every year to the shores of 
America. In England the stronghold of Puritanism was in the middle classes, and it 
was from the middle classes that the majority of the emigrants came. The population 
of New England increased rapidly; and whilst the hierarchy of rank despotically 
classed the inhabitants of the mother-country, the colony continued to present the 
novel spectacle of a community homogeneous in all its parts. A democracy, more 
perfect than any which antiquity had dreamt of, started in full size and panoply from 
the midst of an ancient feudal society … 

10. It might be imagined that men who sacrificed their friends, their family, and their 
native land to a religious conviction were absorbed in the pursuit of the intellectual 
advantages which they purchased at so dear a rate. The energy, however, with which 
they strove for the acquirement of wealth, moral enjoyment, and the comforts as 
well as liberties of the world, is scarcely inferior to that with which they devoted 
themselves to Heaven.  

* * * 

[Excerpt from Chapter 2, “Origin of the Anglo-Americans,” Part 2.] 


