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33. Summary of the five differences

We have five significant partings of the ways between Ni-
etzsche and the Nazis: 

1.	 The Nazis believe the German Aryan to be racially 
superior—while Nietzsche believes that the superior 
types can be manifested in any racial type.

2.	 The Nazis believe contemporary German culture to 
be the highest and the best hope for the world—while 
Nietzsche holds contemporary German culture to be 
degenerate and to be infecting the rest of the world.  

3.	 The Nazis are enthusiastically anti-Semitic—while Ni-
etzsche sees anti-Semitism to be a moral sickness. 

4.	 The Nazis hate all things Jewish—while Nietzsche 
praises the Jews for their toughness, their intelligence, 
and their sheer survival ability. 

5.	 And finally, the Nazis see Christianity to be radically 
different and much superior to Judaism—while Ni-
etzsche believes Judaism and Christianity to be essen-
tially the same, with Christianity being in fact a worse 
and more dangerous variation of Judaism.   

	 Those five points identify important differences and 
lend support to those interpreters of Nietzsche who complain 
about simplistic identifications of Nietzsche as a proto-Nazi 
philosopher.106 

	 But there are equally important ways in which the Na-
zis were right on target in seeing Nietzsche as an intellectual 
ally. 

106 E.g., Walter Kaufmann 1954, p. 14.


