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So while the Nazi government imposed many regu-
lations upon German businesses, the Nazis counted on and
received much voluntary commitment and enthusiasm. Most
business owners, managers, and workers believed in the cause
and devoted their economic energies to it. They saw the per-
sonal sacrifices demanded of them as their duty, and they
obediently and willingly bore the sacrifices for the good of the
cause.

As aresult, from 1932 to 1936 Germany underwent an
economic boom, lifting itself out of the stagnation of the 1920s
and early 1930s. Unemployment fell from six million to one
million, national production rose 102% and national income

doubled.*

By 1936, the same year the Germans hosted the Olym-
pic Games in Berlin, the German economy was again a pow-
erhouse. A national vote was held in March to gauge popular
support for Hitler’s regime. “Adolf Hitler” was the only name
on the ballot, and voters had a choice to vote for Hitler or not.
As dubious as the vote was, the numbers do tell us something:
98.6% of the voting population voted, and of those 98.7% vot-
ed for Hitler. That means that over 44 million adult Germans
expressed approval and only about half a million did not.

18. Militarization

The most important part of the new Germany was the mili-
tary. On a historically unprecedented scale, the German econ-
omy became a war economy.

One of them was Fritz Thyssen, one of the earliest and biggest contributors
to the party. Fleeing Germany at the outbreak of the war, he recognized that
the ‘Nazi regime has ruined German industry.” And to all he met abroad he
proclaimed, “What a fool [Dummkopf] I was!”” (Shirer 1962, p. 261).

#0Shirer 1962, p. 258-259.
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Conscription had been re-
introduced in 1935, and in 1936
Hermann Goring took over as Ger-
many’s economic minister. Under
Goring’s direction, Germany began
to develop a total war economy in
carnest. Up until this time, the re-
militarization of Germany had been
kept semi-secret and had been largely
paid for by funds confiscated from 4 )
enemies of the state and blocked for- Hermann Géring
eign bank accounts.

Under Goring’s leadership, the re-militarization came
out into the open. Goring started a Four Year Plan to make
Germany self-sufficient so that it would be able to survive
blockades during a war: he reduced imports to a minimum,
put price and wage controls in place, built factories to produce
rubber, textiles, fuel, and steel—all commodities essential to a
war machine—and taxes were increased greatly upon private
businesses to fund the war.

Also as promised as long ago as 1920 in the Nazi Par-
ty’s founding political program, the Nazis initiated a strategy
of geographical expansion. In 1936, Germany re-occupied the
Rhineland. Also in 1936, Hitler concluded an alliance with
Mussolini and Italy and sent troops to Spain to support General
Francisco Franco’s authoritarian regime. There was no military
response from France, England, or the other Allied powers.

In 1938, the Germans took over Austria; no shooting
or violence was necessary. After the takeover, a plebiscite was
held in which one could vote yes or no for Hitler: In Austria,
99.75% voted for Hitler; in Germany, 99.08% voted for Hit-
ler. Hitler was angry that he received a slightly lower level of
support from the Germans than he did from the Austrians.
Again there was no military response from the Allies. Instead
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they believed Hitler was satisfied. They still believed him when
he signed the Munich Agreement promising no more expan-
sion beyond the Sudetenland, then a key part of Czechoslo-
vakia. As a result of that agreement, Hitler was named Time
magazine’s Man of the Year for 1938.

Early in 1939, the Germans took over all of Czechoslo-
vakia. Again there was no military response from the Allies.

But on September 1, 1939, the Germans invaded Po-
land, and this time the western Allies responded.

World War II had officially begun, and the twenti-
eth century began its second great collision of incompatible
philosophies of life—with the broadly liberal, individualistic,
democratic, and capitalist Allies of the west at war with the
authoritarian, collectivistic, and socialistic Axis powers of the
cast. And at the end of the war, tens of millions more people

would be dead.

The Germans were steeled for war and well prepared
physically and psychologically. They believed in Lebensraum—
in the rightness of Germany’s expanding as much as necessary
to acquire land and resources to survive. They believed in the
rightness of Germany’s expanding to re-incorporate ethnic
Germans now living in foreign lands. They believed that Ger-
many had a moral mission—even a divine mission—to show
the world the way to a brighter, idealistic future and to destroy
the tottering and depraved capitalist nations of the West. As
Hitler put it at the beginning of the war: “What will be de-
stroyed in this war is a capitalist clique that was and remains
willing to annihilate millions of men for the sake of their despi-
cable personal interests.”*

And of course, the Germans had plans for the Jews.

' Quoted in Lukacs 1991, p. 121.





