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Stephen Hicks is the 
author of Explaining 
Postmodernism: 
Skepticism and 
Socialism from 
Rousseau to 
Foucault (2004), 
Nietzsche and 

the Nazis (2006), and co-editor of The 
Art of Reasoning: Readings for Logical 
Analysis (2nd edition, 1998). He received 
his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from 
the University of Guelph, in Canada, 
and his Ph.D. in philosophy from Indiana 
University, Bloomington. Professor Hicks 
teaches courses in European Philosophy, 
Capitalism, and Philosophy of Art.

Shawn Klein 
is co-editor of 
Harry Potter 
and Philosophy: 
If Aristotle Ran 
Hogwarts (2004). 
He received his 
Bachelor’s degree 

from Tufts University in Massachusetts 
and his Master’s in Philosophy from 
Arizona State University, where he is 
completing his Ph.D. Professor Klein 
teaches a range of courses including 
Business and Economic Ethics, Logic, and 
Sports Ethics. 

Matthew Flamm 
is co-editor of 
Under Any Sky: 
Contemporary 
Readings of George 
Santayana (2006) 
and the forthcoming 
American and 

European Values (2008). Dr. Flamm 
received his B.A. degree from State 
University of New York at Stony Brook, 
his M.A. from Texas A&M University, and 
his Ph.D. from Southern Illinois University, 
Carbondale. Professor Flamm teaches 
courses in Medical Ethics, Philosophy 
of Human Nature, and Contemporary 
American Philosophy. 
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 One cannot reasonably 
attach himself to one school 
or philosopher, unless he has 
previously become familiar with 
them all.
  
-Pico della Mirandola, Oration on 
the Dignity of Man

The Rockford College philosophy department

5050 E. State Street
Rockford, IL 61108
Ph. 815.226.4078



Knowledge of key 
ideas in our cultural 
history.

Critical thinking 
skills.

Proficiency in 
written and oral 
argumentation.

The ability to 
reflect deeply and 
independently on the 
basic questions of 
human life.

A systematic 
study of the 

fundamental 
questions:

What ought I do with 
my life?

Are people basically 
good or evil?

What is a just 
society? 

Does God exist? 

Is the soul immortal?

Do I have free will?

Students of 
philosophy 
acquire:

Sample philosophy courses at Rockford College

Business and 
Economic Ethics

Philosophy of 
Religion

Free Speech and 
Censorship

Capitalism in the 
Modern World

Biomedical 
Ethics

Philosophy of 
Art

The rigorous 
development of 

abstract, analytical, 
and argumentative 

abilities that  one 
gains from the 

study of philosophy 
translate into a 

variety of fields–law, 
writing, management, 
politics, and computer 

programming, to 
name just a few.

Business
Carl Icahn–CEO, TWA Airlines 
Gerald Levin–CEO, Time-Warner, Inc. 
George Soros–Financier

Politics
Bill Clinton–42nd U.S. President
Rudy Giuliani–Former Mayor of New York 
City
Thomas Jefferson–3rd  U.S.  President
Martin Luther King, Jr.–Civil Rights Leader
John Paul II–264th Pope of the Roman 
Catholic Church

Sports
John Elway–Quarterback, Denver Broncos
Phil Jackson–Coach, Chicago Bulls
Aaron Taylor–Offensive Tackle, Green Bay 
Packers

Arts/ Entertainment/Media
Woody Allen–Filmmaker, Comedian
Ethan Coen–Filmmaker
Philip K. Dick–Science Fiction Novelist
David Duchovny–Actor 
Ken Follett–Novelist
Harrison Ford–Actor
Martin Gardner–Science Essayist
Philip Glass–Composer
Bruce Lee–Martial Artist, Actor
Steve Martin–Comedian, Actor
Dennis Miller–Comedian
Neil Peart–Drummer for Rush
Stone Phillips–News Broadcaster
Susan Sarandon–Actress 
Gene Siskel–Film Critic
Alex Trebek–Host of Jeopardy
Elie Wiesel–WriterP
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What is philosophy?

Careers in philosophy
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